How Earth’s Hope Came About:
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The “Earth’s Hope” project began in 1995 when the World Bank asked me to begin the documentation of the Rehabilitation of the Loess Plateau.  The Loess Plateau is the cradle of Chinese Civilization but it was fundamentally ecologically destroyed by human impact. 

Standing on a mountain, turning 360 degrees and not seeing any vegetation makes one wonder, what happened to this place.  Seeing that degree of devastation certainly didn’t make me think it could be restored.  But over the last 13 years I have seen and documented something miraculous.  Vegetation has returned to large areas.  Nutrients and carbon are being recycled in the biomass and in organic matter in the soil.  There is more moisture in the soil and in the air.  Income and yields for farmers have increased by nearly ten times.  

This made me want to study what had happened and what was happening.  What we have seen and documented is that it is possible to rehabilitate large-scale damaged ecosystems, including restoring ecosystem function that had been lost over large areas and long periods of time.  It is not easy, but if one knows the principles, there are policies reflecting the principles, and there are practices that implement the policies, then it is possible.  Restoration positively affects biodiversity loss, fresh water stress, desertification, climate change, poverty and disparity.

As I learned more, I realized that what I was learning had applications to other parts of the world, and most specifically, sub-Saharan Africa.  In 2006, I began to present the results of my research and documentation in Africa.  Over the last 1 and ½ years I have made 4 trips to Africa, lecturing and documenting in South Africa, Tanzania, Rwanda, Ethiopia and Kenya.   When I presented in these countries many people began to realize that the degradation that exists has understandable causes and that change is possible.  In these countries and beyond a movement to restore all degraded lands and to end poverty is beginning. 

Now, working with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), a plan is being made to present this thesis and to document the progress toward restoration in many more African Countries and around the world.  Everyone in the world has a stake in the success of this.  I hope that everyone will choose to understand and participate in healing the planet.

I want one day to look at mountains that are now bare of trees and see huge forests.  I want in my lifetime to see vast rivers that are now dwindling and filled with silt flowing freely and clean again, in Africa and around the world.  I know that this is possible.

I have seen that we have a choice to make.  We need to end poverty forever and restore all land that has been degraded by human beings.  It’s our choice and it’s “Earth’s Hope” 
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