Going “green” – Job a like session plan.
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Description:

This idea exchange will provide a forum for sharing ideas and practices on environmental education and action to making our schools greener. Delegates can share concepts from individual schools and participate in a dialogue on developing the next stages of how make their school more environmentally friendly.

Time:  11:30 – 1 pm   March 26, 2009
Components:

1. Introduction -20 min

Participants share their school, role, and goal in attending this session.

2. Update from Kerry – 20 min 

Taking into consideration the goals, as shared by attendees, a priority of discussion items is agreed upon by the group. 

3. Discussion -  50 min

Theme and focus questions are provided as a structure if required.

Theme for discussion:

How does one “green” a school?

Focus Questions:

What is the current status of “green” initiatives in schools?

· What are the positive elements?

· What are the challenges and issues?

What works?

· How to get teachers/administration/community involved? 

What are the best practices for “green” schools?

· What strategies can be used for engaging staff?

· What are the methods that work?  

4. Reflection -5 min

Opportunity is made for participants to review the session.

Issues already noted in pre-conference e-mails:

· Every school should have an environmental coordinator

· “Green” certification for schools

· Climate change (carbon footprint… carbon offsetting)
· Environmental Learning Center

· Sustainability; preserving environment, cultures

· Recycling and how to expand it 

· how to persuade people living in the tropics NOT to have their AC at a high level

· Composting

· Strategic plan – reduce impact
· Energy Audits at school and at homes via students
· Ecological footprints for school and students
