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Article IV: Membership 

Section A: Categories of Membership 
There shall be five categories of membership: Regular, Affiliate, Provisional, Associate Institutional, and Associate Individual.  
1. Regular Members shall be those elementary or secondary schools, located in the geographical area commonly known as East Asia, which meet all membership standards of the Council and have successfully operated for a minimum of three consecutive years.  
2. Affiliate Members shall be those elementary or secondary schools, located in other geographical areas, which meet the same membership standards as regular members and which are demonstratively international or internationally minded in style and substance. Affiliate Members shall have access to professional learning events and student conferences according to procedures established by the Board of Trustees, but shall not be entitled to other EARCOS services and shall not have voting privileges. (Regular and Affiliate membership shall be reviewed every three years. Kindergartens and pre-schools with no elementary programs are not eligible for membership.) 
3. Provisional Members shall be (a) those schools which have not operated for a minimum of three consecutive years or are not fully compliant with one or more of the Membership Standards, but are acting in good faith to become compliant, and (b) former Regional Members who are no longer fully compliant with the Membership Standards, but are acting in good faith to return to full compliance. Provisional Members may not continue for more than seven consecutive years in this category without special action of the Board of Directors. Provisional Members are accorded all services of the Council except voting privileges. Provisional Membership shall be reviewed annually.
4. Associate Institutional Members shall be those educational institutions, organizations and companies accepted by the Board of Trustees who are interested in supporting the purposes of EARCOS. Elementary and secondary schools are not eligible for Associate Institutional Membership. Associate Institutional Members are accorded all services of the Council except voting privileges.  
5. Associate Individual Members shall be those individuals accepted by the Board of Trustees who are interested in supporting the purposes of the Council. Associate Individual Members are accorded all services of the Council except voting privileges.
III. Membership Protocol 
A. Eligibility for membership is contained in the EARCOS By-Laws. 
B. The Executive Director will develop membership enrollment forms stating current fees and payment procedures and asking such information as may be required for the Council records. Membership enrollment forms shall contain a statement that members are asked to pay in U.S. dollar checks drawn on U.S. banks. Application information shall be forwarded to prospective members upon request. Forms for membership renewal shall be sent to all members each year. The Executive Director shall receive and deposit membership funds, maintain records of membership and dues paid, and report membership to the Board. 
C. Membership dues are established annually by the Board of Trustees. Dues are payable in full by August 1 of each year. 
D. All Regular and Provisional Member Schools that have paid annual dues in full are eligible to avail of all Council activities and services.  
E. All Affiliate Member Schools that have paid annual dues in full are eligible to avail of professional development activities and student conferences, according to procedures established by the Board of Trustees. 
F. Membership may be terminated or suspended by a simple majority vote of the Board. Just cause shall be failure to abide by the provisions of the Council’s Constitution and By-Laws and/or the policies adopted by the Board. In such cases, prior notice of proposed termination or suspension and reasonable opportunity to respond to a statement of cause will be afforded the Member. Board. Just cause shall be failure to abide by the provisions of the Council’s Constitution and By-Laws and/or the policies adopted by the Board. In such cases, prior notice of proposed termination or suspension and reasonable opportunity to respond to a statement of cause will be afforded the Member. 
G. Application and Review Process 
   1. Application Process 
  All application materials must be sent to the EARCOS Executive Director. The completed   

  application for Regional or Provisional Membership will include: 

    A. A copy of the institution’s charter, by-laws, and admission requirements. 
    B. A copy of the school’s philosophy and objectives. 
    C. A breakdown of student composition by grade level and nationality. 
    D. Evidence that the school has been in operation for at least one full academic year. 
    E. A copy of the school’s end-of-year financial report (preferably an audit). 
    F. Two letters of support by heads of member schools. 

    G. A statement of reasons for wishing to join EARCOS. 
    H. Evidence of the applicant’s status with regard to accreditation. 
    I.  The completed application form for EARCOS Membership. 
    J.  Application fee of U.S. $250.  

2. Review Process 
   A. Upon receipt of all required documentation, the Executive Director will review the application   

   packet.  
   B. If documentation is complete, the Executive Director, the Assistant Director or a Board  

   Trustee will visit the applicant school - at the expense of the applicant - in order to ascertain the  

   school’s compliance with EARCOS Membership Standards.  
   C. The Membership Committee Chair will report to the Board as to whether the school meets    

   the criteria for membership. 
3. Approval Process
      The Board of Trustees will take action on membership applications at the regularly scheduled      

      meetings of the Board in November and in April. The Board may delay its decision if additional 
      information is warranted. All costs incurred in the application process will be paid by the 
      school request in membership.

