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MEMBERSHIP STANDARDS

Article IV: Membership
Section A: Categories of Membership
Any overseas school, as defined in Article 1, Section B, which is located in the geographical area commonly known as East Asia, and shares and subscribes to the purposes of the Council as set forth in Article 2, is eligible for membership. There shall be four categories of membership: Regional, Provisional, Associate Institutional, and Associate Individual.

(1) Regional Members shall be those elementary or secondary schools 

 
which meet all membership standards of the Council and have
successfully operated for a minimum of three consecutive years. 
Kindergartens and pre-schools with no elementary programs are not 
eligible for regional membership. Regional Members are accorded 
all services of the Council including voting privileges.

(2) Provisional Members shall be (a) those schools which have not operated for a minimum of three consecutive years or are not fully compliant with one or more of the Membership Standards, but are acting in good faith to become compliant, and (b) former Regional Members who are no longer fully compliant with the Membership Standards, but are acting in good faith to return to full compliance. Provisional Members may not continue for more than seven consecutive years in this category without special action of the Board of Directors. Provisional Members are accorded all services of the Council except voting privileges.

(3)
Associate Institutional Members shall be those educational 
institutions and organizations accepted by the Board of Directors 
who 
are interested in supporting the purposes of the Council. Elementary 
and secondary schools are not eligible for Associate Institutional 
Membership. Associate Institutional Members are accorded all services 
of the Council except voting privileges.
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 (4)
Associate Individual Members shall be those individuals accepted 
by the Board of Directors who are interested in supporting the 

purposes 
of the Council. Associate Individual Members are 
accorded all services of the Council except voting privileges.


Section B: Term of Membership



The term of membership shall be annual from September 15 


through September 14. Dues are payable in full before
 


September 15 each year.


Section C: Termination of Membership


Membership shall cease in the following circumstances:



(1) voluntary resignation in writing to the Executive Director; or

(2) termination of Membership for just cause, which shall 


mean only the failure to abide by the provision of the Council’s 

By- and/or the Membership Standards adopted by the Council.


Section D: Voting Privileges




Each Regional Member school shall have voting privileges 



according to school population using the formula contained in 



the Council’s By-Laws.

IX. Membership Standards
EARCOS membership is intended for schools whose primary purpose is to provide an American/international style educational program for an international student body. It is not intended for schools whose students are predominantly host country nationals. The following standards of Membership describe the kind of school that EARCOS believes it can serve and that, in turn, can benefit from the EARCOS community. 

Because of the diversity in the EARCOS membership and the corresponding variation in philosophy, program, procedures and style, these standards focus on elements that should be common to all good overseas 
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schools. Among these tenets is the commitment to the highest possible quality in a school’s program, and both the learning and teaching integral to it. Of equivalent importance is the recognition of, and respect for, diversity and pluralism in international education.  

Finally, it is believed that the ultimate test of a school’s quality is the measure of how well the school does what it purports to do, represented by the degree of congruence between the school’s stated mission and actual program, as well as between its purposes and results.


A.
The school shall be governed by its own school board or other competent authority. 


B.
The school shall provide a program of instruction across subject areas as is appropriate for the ages, needs, and abilities of the students enrolled in the school. 


C.
The governing body shall generate necessary resources for providing and maintaining staff, facilities, equipment, and materials to support the school’s stated mission.


D. 
The school shall maintain its facilities and equipment so as to meet applicable health, fire, safety and sanitary regulations.


E. 
There shall be full public disclosure of the school’s mission, policies, programs, and practices.


F. 
There shall be a high degree of congruence between the stated mission of the school and the actual programs and practices of the school.


G. 
The school shall be accredited by an accrediting organization recognized by the EARCOS Board of Directors.
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School Membership Visitation Form

____________________


________________________

Visitor’s Name

                                  Date

                      

____________________


________________________

Name of School



School Head Name

Areas of support for membership in relation to standards
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Areas of concern for membership in relation to standards

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

GENERAL COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM VISITOR

________________________

_____________________

Signature
 



Date







